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INTRODUCTION 

 
The main intention of the series of interational conferences entitled Language 

and Literature in Education and Research (CLEaR) is to create a working 
platform for academics, researchers, scholars, teacher trainers and teachers to 
discuss, exchange and share their research results, projects, experiences, and new 
ideas about all aspects of studies in language, literature, culture and related areas 
in an effective international atmosphere. The international dimension of the 
conference is every year ensured by personal or virtual engagement of 
participants from various schools and institutions from all continents.  

The conference CLEaR2016 was held on 15 – 17 September 2016 in Prague, 
Czech Republic, and was organised as part of the project 055UKF-4/2016 funded 
by the Ministry of Education, Research, Science and Sport of the Slovak Republic,.  

This CD Book of Abstracts consists of the abstracts of 
papers/posters/presentations which have been submitted for the conference 
Language and Literature in Education and Resesarch 2016, later evaluated through 
a double-blind reviewing process and consequently recommended for publishing.  

In addition, the list of CLEaR2016 conference publications includes: 
 the conference issues of the international research journal CLEaR (ISSN 

2453-7128, http://www.jolace.com/publications/clear/) 
 the conference issues of JoLaCE: Journal of Language and Cultural Education 

(ISSN: 1339-4045 print, ISSN: 1339-4584, http://www.jolace.com/journal/) 
 
 

CLEaR2015 Scientific Committee 
& SlovakEdu Team, n.o. 
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Reflections from Teachers and Students on Speaking 

Anxiety in an EFL Cclassroom 
 

Songyut Akkakoson 
Thailand, ID CLEaR2016-304 

 
Abstract 
This paper investigates instructor views on speaking anxiety in English 

conversation classrooms and anxiety-coping strategies students employ. The 
existence of speaking anxiety was revealed via teacher interviews. A total of 88 
students also responded to interview forms for an analysis of anxiety-coping 
strategies they utilised in class. The findings of the teacher interview data put 
forward that students of this study have experienced speaking-in-class anxiety, 
influencing their grades to some extent. Their lack of self-confidence, having poor 
English background and having neither intrinsic nor extrinsic motivation to use 
the language are three factors that may hinder their development of oral skills. 
Using the target language in class is viewed as a must in theory, but flexibility is 
allowed in practice. Moreover, based on student interview data, there is a wide 
range of strategies students employ to deal with anxiety. Social strategies are most 
frequently used. Suggestions for oral English improvement are also given. An 
increased repertoire of vocabulary is considered the most effective tool for such 
improvement. 

Keywords 
speaking anxiety, oral English, anxiety-coping strategies 
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La consolidation de l’enseignement / apprentissage 

du vocabulaire du FLE en Libye 
 

Alsadag H E Alsadag 
Libye, ID CLEaR2016-336 

 
Résumé 

L'enseignement du vocabulaire occupe une place très importante dans 
l'enseignement ainsi que l'apprentissage d'une langue étrangère. La pauvreté 
lexicale est l’une des causes essentielles des difficultés de production, expression 
orale et écrite chez les étudiants de français aux départements de français aux 
universités en Libye, Dans notre recherche, nous allons essayer de savoir comment 
nous pourrons renforcer l’enseignement / apprentissage du vocabulaire ou du 
lexique du français dans un pays arabophone ? Comment faciliter la mémorisation 
des vocabulaires ? Comment l’étudiant acquiert-il des mots ? Comment les 
étudiants surmontent leur incompréhension, leur fermeture et leur peur ? 
Comment pourrons-nous aider les étudiants à savoir utiliser des mots dans le 
discours de la manière correcte ? Nous avons opté pour la méthode  audio-visuelle 
(MAV) parce que  nous pensons qu’elle est adaptée  à la situation de tout étudiant 
de langue maternelle autre que le français. Elle se caractérise par l’utilisation de 
deux sens le plus important : l’ouïe et la vision. L’étudiant  est obligé de prêter 
attention. Ses capacités intellectuelles  interviennent pour saisir le sens de chaque 
mot et de chaque phrase  afin de les rendre compréhensibles.  

Mots-clés : 
FLE, MAV, Lexique et Vocabulaire, Utilisation, Acquisition, connaissances 
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"Lucian Blaga and “Zalmoxis”: The Revolt of Our Non-
Latin Nature 

 
Lucian Vasile BÂGIU (Sweden), Doris PLANTUS-RUNEY (USA),  

& Paraschiva NEGRU (Romania), ID CLEaR2016-305 
 

Abstract1 
“Zalmoxis, A Pagan Mystery” (1921) is a dramatic poem which expresses a 

variety of concepts over the spiritual foundation of the Dacians. The destiny of the 
prophet Zalmoxis would have been to sacrifice himself for his entire people, as a 
kind of scapegoat over whom he concentrates the sins of the community, sacrificed 
by people in order to be forgiven and saved by gods. Once they have accomplished 
the killing of the prophet Zalmoxis, killing even his statue, the Dacians earn the 
revelation of the myth of the Blind One. In Lucian Blaga’s debut play he does not 
reconfigure the cult of Zalmoxis in his historical markings, but rather creates a 
space in which the creative imagination of the poet begets his own myth. Between 
the chthonic and the uranic, it is possible that Zalmoxis could have lost contact 
with his kind. Starting from an existential dimension so specific and familiar of his 
people, namely the chthonic, Zalmoxis will have estranged himself to Dacians 
through his overstay in a cave, where his attempt to embrace a new dimension - 
the uranic - seemed too much to those below, prisoners of their own spiritual 
limitations. However, the myth is born spontaneously after the disappearance of 
the prophet, the intuition and consciousness of the Dacians suggesting a 
revelation. Sacrificing his messenger, the Blind One guaranteed his being in the 
horizon of immortality.  

Key words 
Apollonian Dionysian opposition, Dacians, Orpheus, The Blind One, Zalmoxis. 
 

  

                                                           
1 Revised version of the article from the volume Proceedings of the International Conference 
Language, Literature and Foreign Language Teaching : Interdisciplinarity and 
Transdisciplinarity in Language, Literature, and Foreign Language Teaching Methodology, 
Editura Aeternitas, Universitatea "1 Decembrie 1918" Alba Iulia, 2010, ISBN 978-973-1890-
74-6, p. 311-322. 
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Reading President Zuma 

as a Construct of Whiteness 
 

Ken Barris 
South Africa, ID CLEaR337 

 
Abstract 
Jacob Zuma, who has served as president of South Africa from 2009 until the 

present, has been a divisive figure, attracting a sustained, intensive barrage of 
criticism throughout his terms. I describe the phenomenon and discuss how the 
figure of Zuma is presented in the media as an overdetermined trope of whiteness. 
Drawing on the work of Siya Khumalo, Samantha Vice and Elleke Boehmer, I argue 
that this constructed Zuma signifies the Other from which the practice of 
whiteness draws its energy and self-justification. “Zuma” thereby becomes a focal 
point for the opposed imagery of apartheid and democratic transformation. 
“Zuma” is a paradoxical stereotype, however: a bumbling incompetent, a sexually 
incontinent and illiterate tribalist, a corruptible sociopath, and a black Machiavelli. 
I consider further media depictions of his body, and how these depictions refract 
and shape the racialised inscription of the figure. I do not consider the 
political/economic realities that are the content of Zuma-driven discourse. My 
focus is on how “Zuma” is written, and its implications for the South African 
political imaginary. 

Key words 
whiteness, Othering, Zuma, racial inscription, media 
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The Wit and Wisdom as the Clue to the Individual's 
Path to Enlightenment in Tom Robbins’ Novel Fierce 

Invalids Home from Hot Climates 
 

Miloš Blahút 
Slovakia, ID CLEaR2016-362 

 
Tom Robbins is a representative of the so-called “hippie narrative” stream of 
authors who emerged in the 1960s America and marked a changing spirituality. 
In his novels, the writer uses amusing and unconventional metaphors, similes, 
and idioms, especially in his novel Fierce Invalids Home from Hot Climates (2000). 
The main character of the novel, Switters, who is on his adventurous journey to 
Seattle, Peru, Syria, and the Vatican, experiences a series of seemingly 
unpredictable incidents. These events are depicted by means of shocking images, 
grotesque characters, absurd situations, or linguistic play, which serve the author 
to attack such everyday issues in human life as world religions, politics, or 
consumerism, to name but a few, employing humour on the level of story as well 
as discourse. 

Key words 
wit, eccentric, postmodern, similes, grotesque 
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The Question of Morality  
in Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein 

 
Agata Buda 

Poland, ID CLEaR2016-371 
 

Abstract 
The work by Mary Shelley is not only the story of a gothic character, but it also 

covers moral and existential problems. In the dark atmosphere of horror the 
process of improving nature is taking place. Although the author herself defined 
the novel as a ghost story, one can actually perceive it as the discussion about social 
and moral issues. There arise several questions concerning human attitude 
towards life and death, such as: improving nature, playing with God, conducting a 
controlled process of creating life and the idea of a technological progress in the 
moral and humane context. The novel also provides the basis for the discussion on 
the development of modern medicine, philosophy and psychology. 

Key words 
Mary Shelley, gothic, horror, morality      
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Writing Test Anxiety 
 

Kerrin Burnell 
Oman, ID CLEaR2016-348 

 
Abstract 
It has been argued that language courses cause more anxiety in students than 

any other subject (MacIntyre & Gardner, 1991). This study contrasted two types 
of approaches to determining writing test anxiety and its causes among tertiary 
Omani students. A quantitative approach to determining anxiety using the Test 
Anxiety Inventory for Children and Adolescents (TAICA) was compared to a more 
qualitative one using interviews to determine students emotional and 
physiological reaction to writing tests. Immediate pre and post exam levels of 
anxiety were determined by having test takers indicate their level of anxiety on a 
10 point scale. 

Results indicated that females are more willing to admit to feelings of anxiety, 
which is in accordance with the literature. Interestingly, test scores did not 
significantly correlate with anxiety levels. Methods of reducing anxiety such as pre 
test journaling and flexible test timings are discussed. 

Keywords 
anxiety, writing test 
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Being Digital 

 
Roman Čančinov 

Slovakia, ID CLEaR2016-399 
 

Abstract 
Everybody wants to be digital – students, headmasters, teachers and parents. 

Being digital is not only modern, but effecient and beneficial, too. Integration of 
interactive whiteboards, internet, computers or DVDs into a school curriculum has 
been here for years. A new device started to be popular with young people – tablet 
influences life of students and teachers. So why not to find the way how to use it 
within classroom. Using technologies, included tablets, allows teachers to become 
a facilitator, a moderator or even a student´s partner and they are able to transfer 
learning both within a classroom and beyond. In the presentation we will look at a 
survey that was done with Slovak lower primary and upper primary teachers. Are 
the Slovak teachers able to work with tablets? Are they willing to use them in class? 
We will look at some benefits of using tablets and automation vs. creation apps 
that can help students to practice and / or produce a language. 

Key words 
digital, technology, tablet, application, creation, automation 
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Aesthetic Distance 

in Slovak Postmodern Literature 
 

Natália Čechová 
Slovakia, ID CLEaR2016-401 

 
Abstract 
The paper studies the phenomenon of aesthetic distance in selected works of 

Slovak postmodern authors, such as Dušan Mitana, Pavel Vilikovský and Rudolf 
Sloboda. Its main aim is to describe and compare if and in what manner these 
authors use distancing tools and techniques in their works and what the effect of 
such a writing style might have on readers. 
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Future Teacher Readiness for Integrative Education 
from the Perspective  

of English Language Pre-service Teachers 
 

Ivana Cimermanová 
Slovakia, ID CLEaR2016-400 

 
Abstract 
Foreign language learning is an integral and compulsory part of education in 

Slovakia. The research results show that students with SEN who are integrated in 
the intact classes tend to face difficulties in foreign language learning (FLL). The 
study describes the current situation concerning integration of students with SEN 
and FLL using the official statistical data. Foreign language teachers claim they lack 
training and where not prepared how to apply teaching methods and techniques 
for pupils with SEN in the regular language learning class. Teaching itself starts 
with the preparation of pre-service teachers. The study presents and analyses the 
results and findings of the research conducted in a group of 56 university FLT 
students focusing on their attitudes towards integration and their self-efficacy. 
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Investigating the Use of English 
as a Medium of Instruction 

in Oman’s Higher Education Institutions: 
Preliminary Findings 

 
Christopher Denman & Rahma Al-Mahrooqi 

Oman, ID CLEaR2016-344 
 

Abstract 
English is the dominant lingua franca of the international community with 

more than a quarter of the world’s population being able to communicate in the 
language. As a result, there is a focus among many of the world’s tertiary 
institutions on courses where English is the medium of instruction (EMI). In Oman, 
EMI is used in almost all higher education institutions. This paper presents 
preliminary results of a nation-wide study exploring student and teacher 
perspectives of tertiary level EMI in Oman to gain a clearer picture of the 
challenges and opportunities associated with its implementation. Data was 
collected through a 31-item Likert response scale questionnaires and semi-
structured interviews from participants in Omani tertiary-level institutions. 
Preliminary results suggest that participants identify a number of advantages with 
EMI, such as preparing them for the workforce and allowing greater access to 
information and to form more globalized perspectives, although significant 
challenges, such as content understanding and possible incompatibility with 
Omani traditions and beliefs, are also present. Implications for EMI in Omani 
society and around the world are discussed. 

Keywords 
EMI, EFL/ESL, tertiary education, Oman 
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Building a culture of research  
at a language department in Mexico 

 
Maria del Rocio Dominguez, Jitka Crhová & Myriam Romero Monteverde 

Mexico, ID CLEaR2016-350 
 

Abstract 
The purpose of this paper is to describe the process to develop research culture 

at a language department in Mexico, which is closely related to nation-wide 
educational policy changes. This process has implied the development of academic 
literacy and research skills within a specific institutional context that has shaped 
the way language teachers have developed academically. This work is part of a 
study that was conducted to identify the factors that have affected the 
development of research in the field of language teaching. To research this process, 
a mixed methods design was used since data of different nature was going to be 
gathered. The study allowed us to acknowledge the processes these teachers went 
through at a language department within a specific policy framework. We also 
found that two of the main obstacles these teachers have encountered while 
developing research in this field are lack of time and distribution of their workload. 
We could also identify some patters in these professors’ literacy development 
stories which show the way institutional policies have shaped their development 
processes as they were directed towards research and academic production. 

Key words 
research culture, language teachers, academic literacy, researching language 

learning and teaching 
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Society's Role on the Construction  
of Individual Identity  

in Jane Eyre & The Picture of Dorian Gray 
 

Ayse Ekici 
Turkey, ID CLEaR2016-342 

 
Abstract 
Identity has been attempted to be explained and handled in a number of ways for 
many centuries. Since culture is a central figure for the formation of identity, 
Cultural Studies, as a diverse field of study encompassing a variety of 
perspectives; functions by borrowing freely from many disciplines and theories 
to figure out and explain the effect of society on individuals. Culture is a common 
way of life; therefore, Cultural Studies is concerned with what roles gender, 
language, ethnicity, economy, and biological bodies of individuals have for the 
construction of one’s identity. Since the society, in which people live in, has a 
great role on individuals, in order to analyze a literary work of art,  the social 
circumstances of the era should also be grasped at first hand. The present study 
deals with the two novels Dorian Gray and Jane Eyre and the Victorian society in 
which they were written. Therefore, the aim of this paper is to analyze the effect 
of society on the construction of individual identity in two of the famous novels- 
The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde and Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë. 
Key words 
cultural studies, society, identity, social, individual 
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The Study of Concepts of Creative Evolution and Will 
in Bernard Shaw’s Man and Superman:  

A Schopenhauerian and Lamarckian Study 
 

Soheila Faghfori & Esmaeil Zohdi 
Iran, ID CLEaR2016-351 

 
Abstract 
The aim of this paper is to bring a new critical perspective to Bernard Shaw’s 

Man and Superman by analyzing it in the light of Schopenhauerian Will and 
Lamarck’s Creative Evolution. Shaw was a dramatic realist whose favorite subject 
was the living human Will. In Fact, The ultimate goal of Man and Superman is the 
revelation of the Doctrine of Will. Shavian Life-Force (Will) is neither all powerful 
nor all-knowing, but is ever striving to be both. It is an impersonal, imperfect force 
which works through Creative Evolution to produce the Superman (the most 
perfect state of being). The research method employed is textual analysis of the 
play in question in order to see to some extent Bernard Shaw is in debt to 
Schopenhauer and Lamarck in his philosophy of Life-Force. The text consulted will 
be Schopenhauer’s the World as Will and Representation and Lamarck’s Zoological 
philosophy. Through a comparative study, this paper intends to point out the 
similarities and dissimilarities between Shaw’s philosophy with Schopenhauerian 
Will and Lamarck’s Creative Evolution; and to reach to the conclusion that Bernard 
Shaw truly deserves to be hailed, as he desired, an “artist philosopher”, that is to 
say as an artist who put his art into the service of reforming the soul and mind of 
the modern man in order to propel him to make his spiritual life fuller and richer.  

Key words 
creative evolution, Schopenhauerian Will, life-force, Man and Superman 
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Brazil as an Escapism in Nella Larsen’s Passing 
 

Isabel Cristina Rodrigues Ferreira 
Brazil, ID CLEaR2016-310 

 
Abstract        
Many North American scholars from different fields in the Humanities have 

researched about Brazil, but they are especially fond of its racial relations and 
miscegenation. Miscegenation has produced in Brazil a different type of racial 
relation compared to the one in the United States. This phenomena brought not 
only scholars, but also North American writers to Brazil. They addressed some of 
their findings or experiences to discuss the issue of mixed characters in the United 
States, especially during the time of segregation, when passing was an escapism to 
all civil rights. Nella Larsen, in Passing (1929), depicts this scenario and different 
ways to live under this circumstances. Some of them can pass for whites and do it 
to become visible in a society which values whiteness (Clare and Irene, 
occasionally). However, others, such as Brian, prefer to dream about a place where 
race is not a problem: Brazil (based on the ideas widely spread). Hence, in this 
paper, I want to discuss how this “passing” narrative in the North American 
Literature, Passing by Nella Larsen, creates an image of Brazil as an answer to 
American racism. 

Key words 
passing narrative; Brazil; racial relations; miscegenation 
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Sociability and its Impact on Successful Team Work  
in an Online Environment 

 
Vladimira Froldova 

Czech Republic, ID CLEaR2016-334 
 

Abstract 
The aim of this study is to explore the relationships between team members 

and their influence on a team achievement during project work in an online 
environment. Thirty English language students (from an upper secondary school 
in Prague) worked in twelve teams on a detailed guided tour through one historical 
Prague district by means of an online tool wiki. The main aim of the research was 
to answer the questions: Does student’s sociability have an impact on team work, 
and if it does, to which extent? The methods of a post-questionnaire, a sociometric-
rating questionnaire SORAD (Hrabal and Hrabal, 2002) and an analysis of 
students’ wiki contributions were used.  Firstly, the paper deals with the terms 
sociability and sociometry in language education, then the research is introduced 
and finally, the results are presented. The results show that student’s position in a 
class plays more important role in team cooperation and collaboration than their 
personal preferences or motivation. 

Key words 
sociability, sociometric methods, project – based learning, wikis 

 
 
  

http://www.jolace.com/products/sociability-and-its-impact-on-successful-team-work-in-an-online-environment/
http://www.jolace.com/products/sociability-and-its-impact-on-successful-team-work-in-an-online-environment/


CLEaR2016                                                                                  Book of Abstracts 
Prague (Czech Republic), 15 – 17 September 2016                             ISBN 978-80-89864-01-0

24 

 

 

The Uses of Shall and their Romanian and Spanish 
Counterparts in Price Stability: 

Why is it Important for you? 
 

Roxana-Petruta Goga-Vigaru 
Romania, ID CLEaR2016-326 

 
Abstract 
The present study deals with the uses of ‘shall’ in business texts and the 

comparison with their Romanian and Spanish counterparts in point of epistemic 
and deontic modalities. Since the modal verb ‘shall’ expresses the 
writer’s/speaker’s attitude towards the utterance, in general, there is no one-to-
one correspondence between the source language, i.e. English and target 
languages, i.e. Romanian and Spanish in the deontic and epistemic fields expressed 
by ‘shall’. In English, ’shall’ is used to express a variety of meanings, such as 
‘futurity’, ‘obligation’, etc., but such meanings are not always expressed in 
Romanian or Spanish through a modal item, so, quite frequently, their correlations 
in the target languages (Romanian and Spanish) do not have the same pragmatic 
meaning, constituting a frequent pitfall in translation. My analysis is based on a 
business corpus from the ECB database concerning the European System of 
Central Banks and the cross-linguistic analysis is based on a trilingual corpus made 
of the corpora mentioned above and their Romanian and Spanish business 
equivalent texts. 

Key words 
shall, equivalence, translation, epistemic, deontic 
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A Study of Teachers’ Attitudes  
toward Computer Technology  

and their Use of Technology at the Preparatory School 
of Ufuk University, Ankara, Turkey 

 
Müge GÜNEŞ AKSU 

Turkey, ID CLEaR2016-340 
 

Abstract 
This study examined the attitudes of English language Instructors at Ufuk 

University Preparatory School toward computer technology. Moreover, the factors 
that affect the use of computers in language teaching practice were also 
investigated. 17 preparatory school instructors working at the school participated 
in the study. The data collected through questionnaires distributed to 17 teachers. 
In order to get in depth results, semi-structured interview were used. All 17 
teachers were interviewed. The findings of the study indicated teachers have 
positive attitudes toward using computer technology in their teaching experience. 
The findings of the interview were consistent with the questionnaire data by 
indicating that teachers use computers for both their personal and educational 
purposes. Additionally, the results revealed that external and physical factors 
affect teachers’ use of computers. 

Key words 
attitudes toward technology, computer technology, computer-assisted 

language learning 
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Carnival Worlds of Vladimir Nabokov 
 

Matúš Horváth 
Slovakia, ID CLEaR2016-402 

 
Abstract 
The paper introduces the reader to selected works of Vladimir Nabokov and 
decodes the worlds created by the author as obscure, yet in a strange way 
carnivalesque cosmoses subjugated by peculiar characters. 
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Professional and Pedagogical Advantages  
and Disadvantages of Machine Translation 

 
Sattar Izwaini 

United Arab Emirates, ID CLEaR2016-338 
 

Abstract 
Machine translation (MT) is a very significant development in translation 

profession. The proposed paper will discuss the pros and cons of MT in teaching 
and professional work of translators. MT has witnessed many improvements that 
has led to producing a relatively high quality translation with minimal postediting. 
However, relying extensively on MT in a professional setting can lead to levelling 
out the output. Translations tend to be of a similar style. No individual style can be 
seen in the translations; different translators approach texts differently, using 
different vocabulary and syntax for the same message. When MT system do the job 
of many translators, businesses would invest in MT. Does this mean a threat for 
professional translators? Yes and no. Yes, when businesses hire less staff 
translators and freelancers. The answer is ‘no’ if translators are trained on working 
with translation technologies. Using MT requires advanced skills and therefore it 
should be taught to graduate students. To have translators qualified to perform 
postediting, teaching at graduate level necessitates training students on how to 
deal with all aspects of MT, in particular postediting. Being readily accessible, 
Google Translate is sometimes used by novice or advanced students to submit 
translation assignments. They would often be successful in plagiarizing their 
homework since the output is very good and requires only final touches. Apart 
from the ethical aspect, such lazy approach to do assignments can lead to much 
less practice, which is a very important component in teaching translation. 

Key words 
machine translation, postediting, professional translators, teaching translation 
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A Comparison of the Collaborative Strategic Reading 
(CSR) and Direct Instruction 

on Improving Persuasive Writing 
in Iranian EFL Context 

 
Alireza Karballaei & Ali Asghar Rostami Abusaeedi & Mahsa Zolghadrian 

Iran, ID CLEaR2016-323 
 

Abstract 
In the last three decades, there has been a shift in focus in the field of second 

language acquisition from teaching methods to learner characteristics. It has 
become clearer that much of the responsibility for success in language learning 
may rest with the efforts of individual learners. The present study examined the 
effect of Collaborative Strategic Reading approach and direct instruction in 
persuasive writing on enhancing writing skill among EFL learners. The 
participants in the study were selected from six intact classes consisting of 85 
intermediate students studying English in Tehran, Iran. After selecting 
homogeneous participants, they were divided into three groups including CSR/ 
direct instruction in persuasion group, direct instruction in persuasion only group, 
and control group. Then, they were presented with the pre-test writing prompt 
and were asked to write in response. All the students in the three treatment 
conditions received the same instructions for this lesson.   In the next stage, the 
students in the CSR/direct instruction in persuasion group (1) and the direct 
instruction in persuasion group (2) participated in six weeks of instruction in 
persuasive writing strategies on different topics. Finally, at the end of the six-week 
intervention the students in all three groups were given the final prompt and 
wrote the post-test essay. The findings from the present study suggest that 
Collaborative Strategic Reading and direct instruction in persuasion is a powerful 
combination for teaching students to write persuasively. Therefore, the results of 
this study lends support to the notion of using explicit instruction to teach 
persuasive writing. 

Key words 
Collaborative strategic reading, Direct instruction, Persuasive writing, EFL 

learners 
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Two Women, Two Literatures and One Fight for 
Dignity and Voice in the Society:  

About the Mexican Jesusa of Elena Poniatowska  
and the Polish Marta of Eliza Orzeszkowa 

 
Malwina Kępka 

Germany, ID CLEaR2016-357 
 

Abstract 
Over the last centuries women have fought for their rights. On the pages of 

literature appeared hundreds of heroines, who wanted to change the world. 
Poniatowska and Orzeszkowa - two women from distant cultures and times - 
created outstanding literary characters. The novel of Elena Poniatowska, 
published in 1969, was the chronicle of 20th century in Mexico, which included 
documentary material about Jesusa Palancares, who took part in the revolution in 
1910. The work is the epic of the folk hero closed in the labyrinth of solitude and 
attempt to determine his own character. Jesusa will be compared with Marta, the 
main character of Eliza Orzeszkowa's novel, which was published in 1873 and is 
dedicated to the social rights of women. This contribution aims to discuss the 
literary techniques and topics in works of the important women-writers in Poland 
and Mexico. This paper analyses the novels not through feminism but study of 
culture and politics. In the comparative analysis of Marta and Here's to You, Jesusa! 
the paper shows similarities and diversities in the texts, considering differences in 
national identity and similar social-political situation as a bridge between the 
cultures. 

Key words 
women, rights, Poland, Mexico, comparative literature 
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Ackroyd’s The Casebook of Victor Frankenstein  
as Victorian Serial Murderer Gothic 

 
Mustafa Kirca 

Turkey, ID CLEaR2016-309 
 

Abstract 
Peter Ackroyd in his 2008 novel The Casebook of Victor 

Frankenstein  establishes an intertextual world through adopting Mary Shelley’s 
canonical novel Frankenstein, or The  Modern Prometheus (1818) as his 
palimpsest where he reworks the tradition of the Victorian Serial Murderer Gothic. 
In Ackroyd’s version, the conventional serial murderer story changes into the 
inventive incarnation of the repressed desires of his pivotal character, Victor 
Frankenstein, and the novelist is able to offer his narrative of a postmodernist 
serial murderer gothic—this time given in the form of a casebook that 
psychologically disturbed  Victor keeps that problematizes the relationship 
between the real and the hallucinatory, and also between the author and the text. 

Key words 
Gothic, postmodern, parody, serial murderer, Ackroyd 
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Association as Part of Linguistic Image  
of the World Standard Verbal Responses:  
A Potential Tool of Effective Acquisition  

of Language Competences 
 

Zuzana Kováčová 
Slovakia, ID CLEaR2016-347 

 
Abstract 
Associative experiment, reviving in cognitive linguistics as an experimental 

method, can be the basis for effective language acquisition. In the case of language 
acquisition it is intentional formation of ties or connections between words and 
language knowledge. Based on experimental methodology, responses in the form 
of associations can be obtained by users of different languages, subsequently 
adequate strategy operations can be voted. In this study we bring examples of 
verbal responses of users of two languages - Slovak and Spanish language. We 
divided the responses into two groups, paradigmatic and syntagmatic. It is getting 
and defining a typical standard of verbal responses that are later systematized by 
frequency. Verbal responses represent the connection between the outside world 
and its vision named by given lexeme in the relevant language. The result is a 
fragment of associative-verbal network as a graphic model. The association 
diagram in the form of a tree chart gives us an idea of how a dictionary/lexicon is 
organized in the mind of a man - the wearer of a particular national language. 

Key words 
experiment, image of the world, language acquisition, verbal responses, 

associations 
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From Text Comprehension to Creative Writing  
from the Aspect of Cognitive Linguistics Reflection  

of Mental Models and Innate Dispositions  
in the Individual Act of Text Creation 

 
Zuzana Kováčová 

Slovakia, ID CLEaR2016-346 
 

Abstract 
The text comprehension is understood as a social and cultural phenomenon in 

which it is possible to identify the developmental phases, that is ontogenesis, from 
the aspect of communicating entity. The age-receptive value as well as the age-
receptive variability of text are reflected in the texts for children. Works of folk or 
authorial provenance anticipate the mental dispositions of a children subject. 
Developing the understanding by children is resulting from formal and content 
criteria. Understanding – like the speech – grows. The supreme level of text 
comprehension is the improvisation more of larger narrative formations: 
Compared with the primary contact with the text in the form of rhymes the form 
is released and the epic breadth of expression increases. The child as authorial 
subject produces a text that is characterized by such variability of expression 
levels that reaches based on conventions and receptive experience contained in 
the current mental model. In this study we will demonstrate the expressive value 
of text using examples of creative writing of children. Methodologically it relies on 
semantic communication model of text and expressive value of text. 

Key words 
text, mental model, communication, speech, cognitive linguistics 
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Cohesion – between Instruction and Execution 

 
Ewa Kucelman 

Poland, ID CLEaR2016-343 
 

Abstract 
The paper seeks to present a practical use of reference chains analysis in the 

grading process of university students of EFL’s final practical English examination. 
The process of grading writing is always perceived as both tedious and subjective 
not only by the students but also by the examiners. The criteria listed by 
Cambridge English Language Assessment Department are very general, which 
makes examiners often adopt an impressionistic perspective while marking the 
content of the written assignment. At the same time, students often feel 
dissatisfied with the teacher’s comments on their performance, they cannot clearly 
see the mistakes in the text structure they have made and often leave feeling 
unfairly graded. Using reference chains as one of the steps in the process of written 
work evaluation makes it possible to put forward clear, straightforward criteria 
for text organization. It gives immediate insight into the text structure, paragraph 
organization, superstructure layout and the level of correspondence between the 
original task and the actual student’s output. By being conducted as a series of 
precisely defined steps, according to a fixed checklist, it makes it possible for the 
examiner to draw objective  criteria for grading writing. 

Key words 
discourse, text analysis, reference, reference chains, exam evaluation 
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The Effects Of Metacognitive Strategies  
On Students’ Achievement In Oral English 

 
Saadiah Kummin, Shahlan Surat, Saemah Rahman, Khaidzir Hj Ismail 

Malaysia, ID CLEaR2016-319 
 

Abstract         
This study aims to test the effectiveness of metacognitive teaching strategies 

namely meta-attention and meta-comprehension strategies on achievement in 
oral English among students. This study uses the ETLPI (Effectiveness of Teaching 
and Learning Process Indicator) questionnaire to measure the level of meta-
attention and meta-comprehension. The data is analysed using descriptive and 
inferential statistics. The Stepwise multiple regression analysis found independent 
variables, meta-attention and meta-comprehension contributed positively to the 
achievement in Oral English among students. Overall, the findings show that the 
teaching and learning of meta-discussion strategies help to improve students’ 
achievement in oral English. 

Key words 
metacognitive strategies, meta-attention, meta-comprehension 
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Writing Effective Cover Letters: To Enhance 
Undergraduate Marketability and Employability 

 
Saadiah Kummin, Roselind Razali, Chia Loy Khim, Khaidzir. Hj Ismail, 

Malaysia, ID CLEaR2016-321 
 

Abstract 
This paper presents the findings of an action research project after an 

intervention program that aims to train undergraduates to write effective cover 
letters. Specifically, this paper highlights the strengths and weaknesses of the 
selected UKM undergraduates’ cover letters and the strategies used by them 
before and after the intervention program. This study is conducted on ten 
undergraduates who have enrolled for Workplace Communication II course with 
MUET (Malaysian University English Test) bands 3 and 4 and the class teachers 
who evaluate the cover letters produced. The method employed is a descriptive 
analysis of the effectiveness of the cover letters that encompasses both the content 
and language competency. Generally, the results of this study revealed that the 
effectiveness of the students’ cover letters improved after receiving extra input 
and feedback from their teachers. More importantly, the students indicated that 
their writing experiences raised greater awareness of the many aspects of cover 
letters and enhanced their confidence in writing cover letters. 

Key words 
cover letter, MUET, workplace communication 
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Language and Identity: 
Catherine Temma Davidson´s The Priest Fainted 

(1998) 
 

Jaroslav Kušnír 
Slovakia, ID CLEaR2016-399 

 
Abstract 
Despite there has been a considerable academic interest in ethnic writing for a 

couple of decades, with the exception of perhaps Jeffrey Eugenides,  Greek-
American writing has not become a significant field of academic studies. In 1998, 
Catherine Temma Davidson, a Greek-American author, published a novel, The Priest 
Fainted,  in a form of vignettes.  Through the use of both these vignettes and re-
writing of the Greek myths such as, for example, Orpheus and Eurydice, she does 
not only recover both her mother and grandmother’s stories, but also a position of 
both women and Greeks in contemporary American society. In the novel, the 
relation between the dominant and marginal represented by men-women, Greek-
American-Jewish, and Old vs the New World relations  is central in Temma 
Davidson´s novel. This  paper will analyze the way Davidson´s use of language 
depicts a problematic position of the dominant and marginal as manifested 
through her depiction of Greek culture as central (for the world culture) in the past 
but marginal at present. At the same time, this paper will analyze various ways 
Davidson´s language refering to Greek culture and its myths expresses both Greek 
and female identity as confronted with contemporary cultural experience of the 
modern world represented by the USA. 

Key words 
Greek-American literature, identity, myth, ethnic writing, postmodernism, 

cultural experience 
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The Narrative Competence  
as Part of the Communicative Competence: 

The Linguistic Point of View 
 

Monika Lis 
Poland, ID CLEaR2016-365 

 
Abstract 
Once upon a time there was a… or Have you heard what happened? That is how 

the story telling begins when the protagonist faces some difficulties. Hence, what 
is the relation between fairy tales and short stories from everyday life? Narrative 
thinking. Creating  narrative structures constitutes the principal base of the 
interpersonal communication. It is also the way of remembering the cause and 
effect sequence of events which we participate in or observe. What is the narrative 
competence then? The speaker will present the components of a genre pattern as 
well as structural narrative models of story telling based on her own research on 
students learning foreign language on A2 level. The author will also present the 
ways of initiating the narration and will describe linguistic tools to facilitate it. 

Key words 
narrative competence, story telling, narration, communicative competence, 

narrative structures, narrative models, communication 
 
 
  

http://www.jolace.com/products/the-narrative-competence-as-a-part-of-the-communicative-competence-the-linguistic-point-of-view/
http://www.jolace.com/products/the-narrative-competence-as-a-part-of-the-communicative-competence-the-linguistic-point-of-view/
http://www.jolace.com/products/the-narrative-competence-as-a-part-of-the-communicative-competence-the-linguistic-point-of-view/


CLEaR2016                                                                                  Book of Abstracts 
Prague (Czech Republic), 15 – 17 September 2016                             ISBN 978-80-89864-01-0

38 

 

 

Popularization and/or Trivialization of Philosophy  
in Voltaire's Narrative Candide or Optimism 

 
Ivana Majksner & Tina Varga Oswald 

Croatia, ID CLEaR2016-363 
 

Abstract 
Voltaire produced his works within the literary-historical period of classicism 

and the Enlightenment, in which the prevalent role of literature was educational. 
The period also dictated what genre, theme, style and composition authors should 
follow, however more and more changes of literary genres appear and the process 
of stratification of literature on high and trivial takes place. The aim of this paper 
is to describe the polarization of two mutually different processes involved in the 
literary shaping of Voltaire's philosophical narrative Candide or Optimism. In 
Voltaire's narrative, the popularization of philosophy in order to simplify and 
illuminate the philosophical writings of G. W. Leibniz, results in the changes of style 
and content that become understandable to the general reading public since they 
work within the scheme of an adventure novel. In this process trivialization does 
not affect only the genre, but is also present in other parts of literary analysis and 
interpretation such as the theme, motifs, composition, characterization, narrator 
and narrative techniques, stylistic features and others. 

Key words 
Voltaire, Candide or Optimism, Leibniz, popularization, trivialization. 
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Towards a Theory of e-Liberature 
 

Łukasz Matuszyk 
Poland, ID CLEaR2016-356 

 
Abstract 
The quick development of e-liberature in recent years necessitates a new 

theoretical discourse which would clarify and categorize this genre as well as 
indicate the directions in which it is prone to develop. My presentation will offer 
the first step towards such a discourse by analyzing the distinctive features of the 
innovative e-liberary works and attempting a succinct, general discussion of those 
characteristics. The main part of the presentation will be devoted to putting 
forward essential general remarks about e-liberature. Basing on several 
distinctive e-liberary works as well as Zenon Fajfer's concept of liberature, the 
presentation will delineate the category of e-liberature and its multiple sub-
categories, distinguishing them from similar genres, such as hypertextual 
literature and video games. This general view of e-liberature as a specific, separate 
genre will subsequently lead to a discussion of the most essential and universal 
features of e-liberary works. Such a manner of presentation is aimed to facilitate 
further research into the genre of electronic liberature by clarifying the very 
concept and dividing the genre into several branches of study. Basing mainly on an 
analysis of the most innovative e-liberary works and their distinctive 
characteristics identified earlier, the final part of the presentation will discuss the 
possibilities of further development of e-liberature. 

Key words 
E-liberature, literary theory, hypertext 
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Comparative Exploration of Learning Styles  
and Teaching Techniques between Thai and 

Vietnamese EFL Students and Instructors 
 

Supalak Nakhornsri 
Thailand, ID CLEaR2016-303 

 
Abstract 
Learning styles have been a particular focus of a number of researchers over 

the past decades. Findings from various studies researching into how students 
learn highlight significant relationships between learners’ styles of learning and 
their language learning processes and achievement. This research focuses on a 
comparative analysis of the preferences of English learning styles and teaching 
techniques perceived by students from Thailand and Vietnam, and the teaching 
styles and techniques practiced by their instructors. The purposes were 1) to 
investigate the learning styles and teaching techniques students from both 
countries preferred, 2) to investigate the compatibility of the teaching styles and 
techniques practiced by instructors and those preferred by the students, 3) to 
specify the learning styles and teaching techniques students with high level of 
English proficiency preferred, and 4) to investigate the similarities of Thai and 
Vietnamese students’ preferences for learning styles and teaching techniques. The 
sample consisted of two main groups: 1) undergraduate students from King 
Mongkut’s University of Technology North Bangkok (KMUTNB), Thailand and Thai 
Nguyen University (TNU), Vietnam and 2) English instructors from both 
institutions. The instruments employed comprised the Students’ Preferred English 
Learning Style and Teaching Technique Questionnaire and the Teachers’ Practiced 
English Teaching Style and Technique Questionnaire. The collected data were 
analyzed using arithmetic means and standard deviation. The findings can 
contribute to the curriculum development and assist teachers to teach outside 
their comfort level to match the students’ preferred learning styles. In addition, the 
findings could better promote the courses provided for students. By 
understanding the learning style make-up of the students enrolled in the courses, 
faculty can adjust their modes of content delivery to match student preferences 
and maximize student learning. Finally, this research could establish better 
understanding between language learning natures of people from Thailand and 
Vietnam. 

Key words 
learning styles, teaching styles, teaching techniques,  EFL 
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Romantic Imagination in a Comparative Perspective: 

English and Slovak Romantic Literature 
 

Anton Pokrivčák 
Slovakia, ID CLEaR2016-401  

 

Abstract 
The paper discusses the nature of Romantic imagination in two, relatively 

distant, national literatures. By identifying certain affinities between them, the 
author points to the importance of the concepts of comparative and world 
literature as well as to the concept of national literature which has not lost its 
importance even in contemporary literary studies. 

The first part of the article is concerned with the problems comparative 
literature has faced in recent decades. In the second part, the work of two Slovak 
Romantic writers, Ján Kollár and Janko Kráľ, is compared with the poetry of 
William Wordsworth and Lord Gordon Byron. 
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The Role of Methodology  
of Research in Language Pedagogy 

in Teacher Training 
 

Silvia Pokrivčáková 
Slovakia, ID CLEaR2016-404 

Abstract 
The paper introduces the project KEGA 055UKF-4/2016 entitled Creating 

digital university textbooks and multimedia courses for the subjects Methodology 
of research in language pedagogy and Methodology of research in literary 
scholarship. 

In its larger context, the Project aims at improving higher education through 
the innovations of its content in the field of research methodology in language 
pedagogy (integrating the most recent knowledge in the field) and modernisation 
of organisational forms of education (applying the most recent educational 
multimedia platforms). The primary aim of the Project is to create a set of modern 
digital textbooks and flexible multimedia material support for the subjects falling 
into the research area of language and literature pedagogy (the Project´s 
educational objectives). The fulfilment of the Project´s educational objectives is 
undoubtedly conditioned by the systematization of methodological apparatus for 
the language and literature pedagogy research as well as by the assessment of the 
state of this research in Slovakia and its position/quality with regard to 
international context through the creation of a set of critical and comparative 
meta-analyses of scholarly works in the fields of language and literature pedagogy 
(the Project´s research objectives).  

The Project is expected to have impact on the improvement of foreign language 
teacher training, as well as on the lifelong education of teachers of foreign 
languages and university teachers/research staff in the fields of linguistics and 
literature education. At the same time, the Project will create space for narrower 
and better relations between research into language and literature pedagogy and 
the pedagogical practice of future and current teachers of foreign languages and 
literatures on all educational levels (including higher education).  

Key words 
research methodology, language pedagogy, literary scholarship, academic 

research 
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The role of Schema-Theory Based on Background 
Knowledge and Graphic Organizer on Enhancing 
Iranian EFL Learners’ Listening Comprehension 

 
Ali Asghar Rostami Abusaeedi, Alireza Karballaei & Eldar Roozbeh 

Iran, ID CLEaR2016-322 
 

Abstract 
The main purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of schema-theory 

based on background knowledge and graphic organizers on the listening 
comprehension of Iranian EFL learners. Initially, 90 male intermediate EFL 
learners were selected non-randomly for the purpose of this study. Next, they were 
given a Nelson Proficiency Test, the results of which were drawn upon to select a 
homogeneous pool of sixty-five participants. These participants were then divided 
into two groups. A pretest was administered to the participants of the two groups 
to make sure that the two groups were not significantly different in terms of 
listening comprehension performance. Then, Graphic Organizers (GOs) tasks were 
used as the treatment for the first experimental group. Regarding the second 
experimental group before listening to the text, the researcher assisted the 
participants in activating their background knowledge by considering the topic of 
the listening material. The whole treatment lasted for 5 sessions. Having finished 
the treatment sessions, both groups sat for the listening posttest. The results of 
statistical analysis indicated that both schema related activities and graphic 
organizers led to improvement of the listening comprehension performance of the 
participants. Moreover, the results of the independent samples t-test on the 
posttest scores of the two groups indicated that the participants who received 
graphic organizers as treatment outperformed the participants in the group which 
received schema related activities on the listening comprehension posttest. 

Key words 
schemata, background knowledge, listening comprehension, graphic 

organizers 
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Iranian EFL Learners' Attitude  
towards Culture Teaching 

 
Ghazaleh Cheraghpour Samvati 

Iran, ID CLEaR2016-345 
 

Abstract 
In the communicative era, where employing authentic teaching material is the 

de rigueur, culture plays a paramount role. This paper was an attempt to capture 
some of EFL learners' attitudes towards culture learning. To this end, a semi-
structured interview was conducted among 9 EFL learners, all studying Top Notch 
as their English textbook. The aspects that were highlighted in the interview were, 
the importance of 'culture' in studying English and maintaining its balance with 
linguistic contents; the importance of being culturally literate in different cultures, 
focusing on whether to accentuate the culture of Inner circle, Outer circle, or the 
Expanding Circle; participants brief evaluation of Top Notch series on the basis of 
its focus on the above mentioned cultures and how they felt towards this; and last, 
the aspects of culture that should be focused on in English language courses. 

Key words 
culture, textbook, World Englishes 
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Developing Intercultural Communicative 
Competences in EFL Lessons in Slovakia 

 
Zuzana Sándorová 

Slovakia, ID CLEaR2016-395 
 

Abstract 
Due to massive migration flows and signs of increasing ethnocentrism, 

intercultural communicative competences (ICC), i.e. the ability to competently 
interact with people from different cultures, is gaining more and more significance 
in today’s globalized world. This phenomenon is also reflected in recent theories 
of FL education, which emphasize the necessity of equipping FL learners with 
intercultural knowledge and skills. But does FL education in Slovakia really 
contribute to the development of ICC? 

In order to answer the question, the aim of the present paper was to report the 
findings of observing EFL lessons at secondary schools in Slovakia, a 
complementary method to verify the results of a course-book package analysis. 
The investigation revealed that only a rather limited number of aspects of ICC were 
developed suitably and sufficiently during the observed EFL lessons. 

Key words 
FL education, intercultural communicative competence, EFL lessons, 

observation 
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Language Teachers’ Opinions  
on the Usage of Children’s Literature Works 

 
Erhan SEN 

Turkey, ID LLCE2016-325 
 

Abstract 
Teachers could be a guide to the child readers for literary pleasure, 

appreciation, or reading habit in language and literature teaching. Their choices on 
literature works, recommendations on readings, or their chosen form both the 
child’s reading habits and their in-course activities. In this line, the aim of this 
study is to analyze the Turkish Language Teachers’ Opinions on the Usage of 
Children’s Literature Works. 

The audio recording data was collected from the Turkish teachers via “semi-
structured interviews” basing upon “the Case Study” in Qualitative Research. The 
sampling consists of 10 teachers (5 female, 5 male). The data analysis was done by 
the method of content analysis. The following reasons for choosing the sampling 
are:  1. those taken the children literature courses at undergraduate or graduate 
degree (first and second degree), 2. Those graduated from any department of the 
education faculty, 3.  Those having at least three-year teaching experience in an 
educational institution (state or private). 

Key words 
Turkish language teaching, the teachers’ opinions, children literature, case 

study, interview. 
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Professional Identity  
and Iranian EFL Instructors’ Perceptions 

 
Mahdieh Shafipoor 

Iran, ID CLEaR2016-352 
 

Abstract 
The last few years have seen the manifestation of an important field of applied 

linguistics research devoted to the topic of language teacher identity (e.g., Duff 
&Uchida, 1997; Morgan, 2004). Meanwhile, researchers began to discover the 
sociocultural and sociopolitical dimensions of teaching (Norton, 1997). In this 
regard, the present study explored Iranian university instructors’ perceptions 
toward their professional identity. To do so, 90 EFL university instructors in 
Tehran were selected and three main constructs of identity, namely a degree of 
difficulty in classroom situations, daily teaching work, and teaching profession 
were adopted from Hasegawa and Kudomi’s (2006) Teacher Professional Identity 
Questionnaire. Based on these three constructs a questionnaire was developed 
and validated. The results depicted that in terms of instructors’ teaching daily 
work and their teaching profession, they had positive perceptions about their 
professional identity while in terms of the difficult classroom situations, 
instructors’ positive perceptions decreased as learners were not enthusiastic 
enough to do their assignment and as a result they faced poor academic 
achievement. This factor besides instructors’ poor economic conditions could be 
demotivating and somehow threatening their professional identity. 

Key words 
instructors' perceptions, professional identity 
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Mastery Teaching through Teaching Practices 
 

Amina Shaikh 
Saudi Arabia, ID CLEaR2016-316 

 
Abstract 
A teacher and a learner hold a very strong relationship in teaching-learning 

process. Most students, perhaps over 90%, can master what teachers have to teach 
them, and it is the task of the instruction to find the means which will enable 
students to master the subject under consideration. The basic task in education is 
to find strategies which will take individual differences into consideration but in 
such a way as to promote mastery learning. The main point here is to determine 
what is meant by the mastery of the subject through teaching practices and making 
teaching process more effective. Determining such tools in terms of methods and 
materials will enable the largest proposition of the students to attain such mastery 
is also very important. Teachers should regularly focus on the evaluating the effects 
they have on students and adjust teaching methods accordingly. When teaching 
and learning is visible i.e, when it is clear what teachers are teaching and learners 
are learning, student achievement tends to increase. 

To support my research I have highlighted five highly effective class room 
practices, proposed by John Hattie in his book Visible Learning for Teachers: 
Maximizing Impact on Learning (Routledge, 2012).  These practices are; (i) 
Teacher clarity i.e, a teacher is supposed to clarify purpose and learning goals and 
provides explicit criteria on how students can be successful. (ii) Class room 
discussion i.e, the teacher needs to facilities entire class discussion. This allows 
students to learn from each other. (iii) Feedback i.e, the teacher needs to be very 
careful while giving feedback on learning outcomes of the students. Individual as 
well as whole-group feedback is to be provided by the teacher to enhance learning 
process. (iv) Formative Assessments i.e, In order to provide students with 
effective and accurate feedback, teachers need to assess frequently and routinely 
where students are in relation to the unit of study's learning goals or end product 
(summative assessment). Hattie recommends that teachers spend the same 
amount of time on formative evaluation as they do on summative assessment. (v) 
Metacognitive Strategies i.e, Metacognition is the ability to use prior knowledge 
to plan a strategy for approaching a learning task, take necessary steps to problem 
solving, reflect on and evaluate results, and modify one’s approach as needed. 
Flavell (1976), who first used the term, offers the following example: I am engaging 
in Metacognition if I notice that I am having more trouble learning A than B; if it 
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strikes me that I should double check C before accepting it as fact (p. 232). And 
research shows that metacognition can be taught. 

If we teachers would allow students to participate to a greater degree in their 
learning, and be less a lecturer and more a guide, our classrooms will sparkle. 
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Input Matters:  
A Closer Look at its Influence  

on Peer Interaction among Young Learners 
 

Juliana Shak 
Brunei Darussalam, ID CLEaR2016-373 

 
Abstract 
This paper reports on an intervention-based study which examined the 

possibility of providing young learners learning English as a second language with 
appropriate input, in order for them to participate successfully in a communicative 
task. 60 learners (age 10) took part in the study and they were given different 
levels of input in the form of linguistic assistance when they performed dyadic 
narrative tasks. Specifically, they were assigned to either a group (N=30) which 
received linguistic assistance at word level, or a group (N=30) which received 
linguistic assistance at text (paragraphs of text) level. The peer dialogues of these 
two groups were compared. Two research questions were addressed: (i) how 
often do these learners reflect on story content and language features in their peer 
interaction?; and (ii) are there differences in the quantities of interactional 
episodes between learners who receive linguistic assistance at word level and 
those at text level? The intervention lasted 8 weeks. Transcriptions of their audio-
recorded conversations served as the basis of analysis and were coded for content- 
and language-related episodes. 

Key words 
input; peer interaction; young learners; linguistic assistance; narrative tasks; 

content-related episodes; language-related episodes 
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“Which is the Merchant and which is the Jew?” a 
Žižekian Reading of the Jewish Question in The 

Merchant of Venice 
 

Kuo Shih-pei 
Taiwan, ID CLEaR2016-329 

 
Abstract 
This essay borrows Žižek’s interpretation of racism to read Shakespeare’s The 

Merchant of Venice. I argue that Shylock the Jewish usurer embodies both the 
structural contradiction of capitalism and the social contradiction which 
characterizes the Venetian setting torn by capitalism and Christianity. Usury 
represented by Shylock, which excludes any human factor and only engages the 
direct monetary exchange, contradicts the Christian orthodox of generosity and 
unrequited devotion. These central Christian values are certainly questioned as 
Bassonio’s courtship of Portia, based on his disguised wealth, is indistinguishable 
from a profitable enterprise. Shylock’s fascination with money and revenge, also 
mirrors the Christians’ clandestine longing for these two forbidden enjoyments. 
However, what is more puzzling and hostile to the Christians, is Shylock’s paranoid 
insistence on bloody revenge beyond the concern of monetary gains, “che vuoi,” an 
unexplainable desire of the other. Therefore, Shylock the other must be 
vanquished, by converting him to a Christian, in other words, by homogenizing 
him, to disguise the Christians’ problematic of desire.   

Key words 
Shakespeare, Žižek, the Jewish question, Christianity, capitalism 
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Multicultural Society 

by University Students' View 
 

Mariana Sirotová & Veronika Michvocíková 
Slovakia, ID CLEaR2016-349 

 
Abstract 
The following content of this paper is aimed on perception of Slovakia as a 

multicultural society from surveyed university students' point of view. For this 
reason, we need to examine if participation in university education process 
determines university students' opinion of multicultural society´s existence in 
Slovakia. Theoretical part of this paper defines fundamental key words connected 
with upper stated issue. We characterize multicultural situation in Slovakia briefly. 
The main aim of empirical examination of this paper is analyses of formation of 
university students´ opinions connected with characterization of multicultural 
society in education process realized on university. There were 200 university 
students surveyed in the exploration. Data were obtained by pre-prepared 
questionnaire. This research was realized in April 2016 and processing and 
subsequent analysis of the data was realized by univariate, bivariate and 
multivariate data analysis of statistical software SPSS 20. 

Key words 
culture, multicultural society, nation, university education, university students 
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British and American Varieties in Legalese 
 

Jana Spalova 
Slovakia, ID CLEaR2016-341 

 
Abstract 
Briticisms and Americanisms have been described by many linguists. However, 

British and American varieties in legalese (in legal language) have not been 
elaborated yet. There are many discrepances not only in spelling, pronunciation 
but also on a lexical level - e.g. the word bailiff in British English means an officer 
of the sheriff who makes arrests and serves writs but in American English it means 
a court officer who keeps order during court proceedings. The Czech, Slovak and 
English legal dictionaries do not provide the British or American equivalents. Even, 
in famous Black` s Law Dictionary these ones cannot be distinguished - they are 
sometimes provided as legal synonyms, what can be miscellaneous. The author 
tries to provide the list of both varieties in legalese based on the research of English 
legal textbooks and tries to analyse them. 

Key words 
variety, legalese, Briticisms, Americanisms, legal synonyms 
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Pragmatic Specifications  
in Dictionary Definitions of Selected English Idioms 

 
Anna Stachurska 

Poland, ID CLEaR2016-372 
 

Abstract 
Pragmatic specification is a very significant issue in lexicography. The term 

itself is attributed to Morris (1938: 6) who distinguished within semiotics the 
following areas: syntactics, semantics, and pragmatics. As to the term itself, he 
defined it as the relation of signs to interpreters. As to the linguistic analysis, the 
borderline between pragmatics and semantics has always been a matter of 
controversy. According to Burkhanov: [...] delimitation of pragmatics is also 
complicated by the fact that it infringes upon the domains of stylistics and 
sociolinguistics, that later being a relatively new branch of linguistic inquiry  
(Burkhanov, 2003: 103). Obviously enough, pragmatic analysis covers not only 
situational and sociocultural context, but also linguistic context. This approach 
enables bridging the gap between analysis of syntagmatic properties of lexical 
items (here: valence, collocability and idiomaticity) and analysis of social, culture 
– bound properties. As far as pragmatic representations in lexicography, according 
to Zgusta (1988) there can be distinguished the following aspects of its 
specifications: 

a. cultural setting in dictionaries, 
b. equivalence in bilingual dictionaries, 
c. definitions in monolingual dictionaries. 

The aim of the article is to find out if EFL dictionaries provide particular 
information on the pragmatics of words (here: non-linguistic facts involved in 
their use). 

Key words 
lexicography, pragmatic specifications, definition, EFL dictionary 
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Health Discourse in Media: 
the Language of Breast Cancer Prevention 

 
Anna Stebletsova & Valeria Enkova 

Russia, IS CLEaR2016-330 
 

Abstract 
The paper focuses on social media discourse covering a major health-related 

issue - breast cancer prevention.  Medical topics seem to have gone far beyond a 
professional domain and become part of a multimodal discourse which appears to 
comprise medical, educational and social purposes. The objective of the research 
is  to identify certain discourse strategies and language means which social media 
involves for a stronger impact on the audience. The material has included verbal 
and visual data (texts, graphs, videos) collected from the official websites of British 
and American breast cancer foundations. In the framework of the pragmatic and 
discourse analysis the authors have indicated three discourse strategies: to inform, 
to urge for action, to inform + to urge for action involved in breast cancer discourse. 
Consequently, these strategies have been studied from the language perspective 
to identify their lexical and syntactical manifestation. The authors make a 
conclusion that particular vocabulary and grammar, pragmatic and stylistic means 
can produce a stronger communicative impact on the target audience and 
transform a conventional health discourse into a multimodal one. 

 Key words 
multimodal health discourse, discourse strategies, language means 
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Technology Enhanced Teaching  
in Slovak Educational Context:  

Facing the Reality 
 

Zuzana Straková 
Slovakia, ID CLEaR2016-359 

 
Abstract 
The learning process in technology enhanced language learning (TELL) provides 
new perspectives, new challenges and issues to consider by tutors who are 
involved in this kind of education. Even very experienced teachers might hesitate 
when facing a task to supervise a technology enhanced course. There are many 
things which can be transferred from traditional classes; however, there remain a 
lot of things which will be different. Tutors need to be ready for challenges they 
must face in TELL and flexible enough to solve the problems they did not 
anticipate before the course. Indeed very often they have to adjust the course to a 
new situation during the course when facing an unexpected situation. Most of the 
tasks, however, must be considered in advance to make sure we know what the 
outcomes of the course are going to be. The aim of this presentation is to 
demonstrate the viewpoints of the e-course participants and highlights the 
possible cures for challenging situations that teachers have to face when they 
choose technology enhanced teaching. The data included in the presentation are 
from the study conducted in a Slovak tertiary level school. 
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Phototextuality 
as a Phenomenon of Present-Day British Prose 

 
Volha Sudliankova 

Belarus, ID CLEaR2016-336 
 

Abstract 
Like many other  world  literatures the English literature of the last few 

decades has been marked by an intensive search for new narrative techniques, for 
innovative ways and means of  arranging a plot and portraying characters. Many 
present-day  English writers  turn to photography for the renewal of its sources 
and forms. The interaction of literature and photography has led to producing a 
hybrid, a ‘photo-literature’ or ‘phototextuality’. Suffice it to  cast a glance at several 
novels (e.g. The Dark Room (2001) by R. Seiffert,  The Rain Before It Falls (2007) by 
J. Coe, etc.) published round  the year 2000 to see that incorporation of 
photographic images into fiction allows writers to use new means of 
organizing  literary texts, to employ  non-conventional devices of  structuring a 
plot and  delineating personages as well as to pose various problems of aesthetic, 
ethical, ideological nature. A brief survey of the novels shows how popular 
phototextuality  is with contemporary writers, how diverse their ways and 
purposes of employing photography are. 

Key words 
English literature, narrative techniques, photography, phototextuality. 
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The Semi-structured Interview 
in Foreign Language Education Research 

 
Veronika Szombatová 

Slovakia, ID CLEaR2016-374 
 

Abstract 
The interview belongs to one of the most used research methods, especially 

when it comes to the methods of data collections used in qualitative research. 
Usually, it takes place face – to- face by direct contact between the informant who 
is under examination and the researcher, however, in present more and more 
interviews are preferred to be mediated in indirect form, by telephone or in form 
of an online interview. The paper examines the nature and the purpose of the 
research tool called the semi - structured interview, which provides reliable 
qualitative data in foreign language education research. The main reasons why 
researchers prefer to use semi - structured interviews is because it can be 
prepared ahead of time, although the majority of questions naturally appear 
during the interview. In the presented paper, we aim to analyze five research 
studies (all of them from the field of foreign language education), where the semi 
- structured interview was implemented as the main method of gathering data, 
either as the sole method or in combination with other research methods. The 
conclusion offers a summary and findings from the reviewed articles as well as 
recommendation for an effective use of the semi - structured interview in 
pedagogical practice. 
Key words 

the semi - structured interview, foreign language education research, review, 
analysis 
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The Model of 
Leo Tolstoy and Ivan Turgenev Relations 

as Reflected in ‘Albert’ Fabula 
and the Motive Organization 

 
Oxana Tolstonozhenko 

Russia, ID CLEaR2016-332 
 

Abstract 
‘Albert’ story by Leo Tolstoy is traditionally referred as a pretext of his ‘What is 

Art’ late tractate. It is usually interpreted as a manifestation of the author’s 
aesthetics. Thus, the narrative organization of the story generally falls out from a 
scope of researchers. Leo Tolstoy has been affected by Turgenev, when writing the 
story. We analyzed the pattern of their relations through the sociocultural concept 
of literary field by P. Bourdieu. Tolstoy refused the ‘patron – newcomer’ pattern of 
relations, and the conflict is expressed explicitly in the story narrative. This 
observation is proven through the comparison of three editions of the story. Here 
Albert represents Leo Tolstoy when denied the assistance of Delesov. In the study, 
we reveal the life creation intentions by L. Tolstoy thus bringing a new 
interpretation of the story, for further analysis. 

Key words 
Russian literature, narrative, literary field, Leo Tolstoy, Ivan Turgenev. 
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An Investigation  
into the English Instructors’ Awareness  

and Practices of Critical Thinking 
 

Hayriye ULAŞ TARAF 
Turkey, ID CLEaR2016-333 

 
Abstract 
The purpose of this exploratory study was to examine instructors’ awareness 

and perceptions of critical thinking within the field of ELT and their experiences 
of teaching English in relation to critical thinking. Thus, the study employed a 
mixed-methods approach to investigating teacher perceptions and experiences 
with the participation of 15 instructors working at School of Foreign Languages 
at two different universities in Konya, Turkey. The data were gathered through a 
questionnaire which all the participants completed, and semi-structured 
interviews with four teachers. The findings reveal teachers’ optimism for 
integrating critical thinking into the ELT curriculum, and show that they adopt 
critical thinking pedagogies and their perceptions of critical thinking influence 
their practises in the classroom. It has also been found out that although teachers 
strongly believe that critical thinking should be incorporated into teaching a 
foreign language, they find it demanding and meet several barriers to teaching 
critical thinking, mostly set by their learners.  

Key words 
critical thinking; teacher perceptions; critical language teaching 
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Causative Sentence Characteristic’s  
Based on its Semantic Structure 

 
Fabiana Velencia 

Albania, ID CLEaR2016-381 
 

Abstract 
The paper discuses the basic characteristics of the causative connectors based 

on the Albanian scholars. The Albania scholar Floqi has divided in seven types 
the causative sentence characteristic’s based on its semantic-structure: a) direct 
causative sentences; b) argumentative causative sentences of conclusion; c) 
argumentative causative sentences of order; d) causative sentences of 
conditional saying; e) additional and middle causative sentences; f) evaluative 
causative sentences; g) feelings (emotional) causative sentences. 
The causative sentences are grouped based on the connector that connects the 
two sentences, one of the sentences is the main one and the other is the 
subordinate one. 
1-    Causative sentences linked with the connector se (that, but) 
2-    Causative connectors pse (wherefore) less used nowadays 
3-    The causative connector që (that) can be substituted with se (that) 
4-    The causative connector  sepse (because) can give all the nuances of the 
cause 
5-    The connectors: se, sepse, që ( that, because, that…)in the spoken language 
are parallel. 
The second part of the article analyses the type of the given connectors taken in 
an artistic book. 
Key words 

causative connectors, Albanian language, types, characteristics. 
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Subordinate Causal Clauses  
in Albanian Language 

 
Fabiana Velencia 

Albania, ID CLEaR2016-379 
 
Abstract 
Causative connectors viewed in different aspects and analyzed in different 
subordinate causal clauses. The Albania scholar Mehmet Celiku explains that the 
causative sentences should express relation between the main clause and the 
subordinate one, where the main clause gives the effect and the subordinate one 
gives the cause. In this case we have cause-effect. In the Albanian language there 
are three groups of connectors divided based on a) the semantic–function 
derivation; b) time related connectors but in the same case gives causative 
meaning; c) the last group are the comparative connectors but in the causative 
sentences they gain causative meaning. 
In the second part the researcher’ focus will be the Albanian syntax, where are 
known two main types of the subordinate causative clauses; a) ascertaining 
causal connectors and b) reasoning causal connectors. It is not very easy the 
analyses of the given subordinated causal clauses but they can be defined by the 
position of the causal clause. The first type is positioned after the main clause and 
the second type the subordinate clause is positioned in front or in the middle of 
the main clause. 
Key words 
causative connectors, Albanian syntax, subordinate causal clause. 
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Causative Connectors,  
the Difference between Pragmatic and Semantic 

Connectors and their Grammatical Function 
 

Fabiana Velencia 
Albania, ID CLEaR2016-380 

 
Abstract 
The paper discuses connectors, the connectors will be analyzed in natural 

language and in abstract structures. The question related to the difference of the 
pragmatic connectors that expresses the relation between speech acts, and the 
semantic connectors that give the relation between donated facts. The scholar 
Teun van Dijk analyses the position of these connectors in a sentence and 
describes the characteristics of the causative connectors, cause-effect. Based on 
the grammatical theory of causative linkers in English language and the Albanian 
language, the researcher’s analyze the corresponding of each connector and the 
different approaches of these linkers. How do they position themselves in the 
sentences and what grammatical function do they have: preposition, adverb, verb, 
noun, prepositional phrase, linker (connector). 

Key words 
pragmatic connectors, semantic connectors, English language, Albanian 

language, cause-effect, grammatical function 
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Lifelong Learning and Adult Education  
in the State of Qatar 

 
A. S. Weber 

State of Quatar, ID CLEaR2016-339 
 

Abstract 
The State of Qatar has embarked on large scale educational changes as it 

transition from a resource to a knowledge economy. Approximately 75% of GDP 
derives directly from hydrocarbons and related industries. Innovations include 
the education hub of Education City (a consortium of international branch 
campuses ) and K-12 reforms entitled Education for a New Era. Qatar also awards 
the annual international Wise Prize for education. Thus all international 
pedagogical best practices are being carefully reviewed by Qatar Foundation and 
the Supreme Education Council for adaptation to a culturally conservative Muslim 
nation. This contribution reviews the current Adult Education (AE) and Lifelong 
Learning (LLL) initiatives in the State of Qatar and situates these pedagogies 
within Qatar’s strategic plans for future growth and economic diversification. With 
a small population, moderate workforce participation rate, and prevalence of early 
retirement, LLL holds promise to improve the workforce and to develop citizens 
who pursue knowledge for purposes such as personal and social development, 
innate curiosity and cultural preservation. 

Key words 
lifelong learning; adult education; Qatar 
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The Interplay between Text and Image:  
the Mechanism of Intersemiotic Translation 

 
Milena Yablonsky 

Poland, ID CLEaR2016-335 
 

Abstract 
The primary objective of the following paper is the analysis of selected 

problems and challenges related to the translation of comic books/graphic novels 
on the basis of the Polish version of “V like Vendetta” by Alan Moore. The paper 
aims at investigating the relationships between the text and the image and their 
implications in the process of translation. It reflects on the status of the translation 
of comics/graphic novels - a still largely unexploited area within Translation 
Studies and briefly presents a definition and specificity of the genre.  Morover, 
it  discusses Jakobson’s (1971) tripartite distinction between interlinguistic, 
intralinguistic and intersemiotic translation. The paper concludes with the 
analysis of how the interplay of verbal text and images in a page may affect and 
may be affected by translation and discusses problematic aspects of translating „V 
like Vendetta” into Polish, a text that is copious with intertextual and cultural 
references. 

Key words 
intersemiotic translation, graphic novel, comics, V like Vendetta, Jakobson 
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