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Some facts on listening comprehension 

 

• At elementary school level students generally have to rely on oral 
language. 

 

• Listening comprehension develops much faster than production. 

 

• While speaking  can be shown at home, listening usually cannot. 

 

   => Can lead to discouragement 



Problems that could occur: 

 

• Parents, teachers, students themselves expect faster progress (in 
production). 

 

• Students think that they have to understand every single word. 

 

• Accomplishment in listening comprehension may not be valued, is not 
permanent. 



Strategies  

 - could improve language learning 

 

 - are not used by all students equally 

 

 - do not develop automatically 

 

 - might depend on certain prerequisites before they can be used 

 

   => can they be trained? 

 



Portfolio work 

 

• Portfolio focuses on competences already reached. 

 

• Portfolios document accomplishments also in listening 
comprehension. 

 

• ELP includes pages for reflecting strategies. 



Research questions: 

  

 

 ° Does regular portfolio work with its reflection phases improve 
elementary school  students’ listening comprehension for the better, 
also as regards listening strategies? 

 

 ° Does regular portfolio work improve the self-evaluation skills of 
such young learners? 

 



(Graph 1: Comparison of assumed and actual performance in listening comprehension of treatment-
group 2a, PF1, 04.05.2011) 
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(Graph 2: Comparison of Mean of both groups; first portfolio evaluation PF1) 
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(Graph 3: Comparison of assumed and actual performance in listening comprehension of treatment-
group 3a, PF4, 06.06.2012) 
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(Graph 4: Comparison of Mean of both groups; last portfolio evaluation PF4) 
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Results for performance 

 

• Hypothesis (1) Regular portfolio work improves listening 
comprehension competences of even young learner can be proven for 
regular students, especially for girls and for non-native speakers 
(among whom no difference could be made out between the sexes). 
For disabled students hypothesis (5) Despite regular portfolio work 
young learners show no significant improvement in listening 
comprehension seems to be more adequate. 

 



Results for strategy-knowledge and -use 

• Hypothesis (2) regular portfolio work enables these students to 
consciously think about and name different listening strategies can 
thus be assumed to be generally correct. For some weaker 
performers the opposite hypothesis (6) despite regular portfolio work 
young learners cannot name different listening strategies might be 
more applicable, though. 

• Hypothesis (3) regular portfolio work enables these students to use 
different listening strategies can be confirmed only partially, since not 
all students could be equally well observed in their use of strategies 
(or lack thereof). 



Results for evaluation skills 

 

 

• Hypothesis (4) regular portfolio work enables these students to 
evaluate themselves more accurately holds true for regular students 
as well as for handicapped ones (see graphs 3, 4). It thus supports the 
general impression that portfolio work is useful and beneficial even 
for very young learners. 

 


